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What might we conclude
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Scope

ANASE –
Very brief background and Peer Review issues
What might cautiously be drawn from ANASE. 
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ANASE
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Background

Last major survey regarding attitudes to Aircraft 
Noise was 1982
Published in 1985 –

Aircraft Noise Index Study
(ANIS)

Statistically Significant correlation between 
community annoyance and Leq
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Background

At T5 Inquiry in 1997 the continuing validity of ANIS 
was challenged (it was 15 years old at the time).

The Inspector accepted these points in his report

A new study was announced in May 2001
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Study Objectives
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Study Objectives
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Study Objectives
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Stated Preference
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Stated Preference
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Main Sites

People visited

Technicians bring in loudspeakers, so that the 
sounds of aircraft can be played

Then questions asked about attitude to aircraft noise
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Questions are usually designed to ‘creep up’ on the 
respondent. 
Covering some general matters before going into 
the specifics

What is the following about?

Social Survey
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1. How long have you been living in this area?
2.  And how long have you been living in this

particular house/flat?
3.  What is the main thing you like about living here?
4. And what about the things you don’t like about 

living here?

Social Survey
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If more than one thing mentioned in (4)
5.  What is the main thing you don’t like

about living here?
6.  Taking everything together, how satisfied

are you with this area as a place to live?
Very / Fairly / Rather dis- / Very dis - / No feelings 
either way / Don’t know

Social Survey
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7.  Forgetting for a moment about the area,
how satisfied are you on the whole with
this particular house / flat?

8.  I’m going to read some statements people
have made about other things.  Please say
whether you agree or disagree with each
one?

Social Survey
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V.Much agree / agree / disagree /very much disagree / other 
answers 
Travel costs from here worry me
It’s a bit ugly round here
There’s plenty of green space close to here
It’s easy to get to work from here on public transport
It’s not too bad getting to the shops from here 
I don’t like some of the people living round here
My friends or relatives live near here.

Social Survey
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9. What sort of noises do you hear around
here when you are indoors at home?

For each noise heard
10. Does the noise bother or annoy you at all

now?
11. Of the noises that bother you now, which

noise is the most bothersome?

Social Survey
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12.  When you hear the most bothersome
noise do you feel
very annoyed/ moderately / a little / not
annoyed at all

13.  Does the traffic noise that you can hear
when you are inside your house / flat
bother, annoy or disturb you?

Social Survey
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14 And before you had double glazing……..

Noise Annoyance
in Homes

with Secondary Glazing

Social Survey
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ANASE Annoyance Questions
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ANASE Annoyance Questions
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ANASE Annoyance Questions
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ANASE Annoyance Questions
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Annoyance Questions
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Annoyance Questions
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Bias

Felt that this approach might have
led to bias.  
Opportunity to exaggerate views
on aircraft noise 
(consciously or unconsciously)
Some evidence that this 
might be true from the 
results of the pilot study 
(restricted sites)
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Peer Review conclusions

7.13 Given the issues described above, the reviewers would 
counsel against using the detailed results and 
conclusions from ANASE in the development of 
Government policy.
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What went wrong?

The study seemed to be managed by the DfT Economists

The Study commenced in 2001

A Peer review group had been established for SP

They influenced the SP methodology

The annoyance (non SP) review group was set up in May 
2006 – when the study had been completed.
Annoyance element not given enough consideration
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What might we conclude

Daytime contours routinely produced down to 
LAeq 57 dB(A)

What might ANASE tell us about the degree of 
annoyance associated with LAeq 57 dB(A)?
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Main ANASE Results
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Main ANASE Results
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Main ANASE Results
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Main ANASE Results
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Appendix Figure A9.5
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Appendix Figure A9.5
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Appendix Figure A9.5
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Appendix Figure A9.5
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Appendix Figure A9.5
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Conclusion

The headline ANASE results suggest that the 
response that used to occur at 57 dB(A) LAeq,16h is 
now happening at 51 dB(A).  
The potential bias makes that very unreliable
Based on the limited number of restricted sites the 
response that occurred at 57 dB(A), LAeq,16h now 
occurs at 54 dB(A).
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Peer Review conclusions

7.13 Given the issues described above, the reviewers would 
counsel against using the detailed results and 
conclusions from ANASE in the development of 
Government policy.
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Thank You
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